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ESCAPE

Nothing says “A-list” quite like 
a helicopter transfer, and 
that’s exactly how we made 
our entrance to this little 

island paradise only four hours from 
Sydney. Likuliku Lagoon resort is the 
definition of a hidden gem, nestled  
on the island of Malolo in Fiji in a 
natural ocean lagoon on the edge of 
the vibrant coral reef. You’ll feel like a 
celebrity from the moment you touch 
down; from your personalised greeting 
by manager Tulia and the team (does it 
get any better than Fijian hospitality?) 
to checking into Fiji’s only traditional 
over-water bures. They come complete 
with a glass bottom for when you’re 
feeling lazy, and a ladder directly down 
into the crystal-clear water for when 
you’re feeling adventurous. There is  
no reason to lift a finger nor set foot  
off the resort during your stay, with the 
coral reef at (and under) your doorstep, 
the luxurious Tatadra Spa, infinity 
pool and gym on offer, and head chef 
Shane Watson keeping your belly 
satisfied with the freshest local 
produce at breakfast, lunch and 
dinner. If you do tire of sipping 
cocktails and lounging by the pool, 
however, the resort offers up a little 

black book of things to do in Fiji. 
Explore the surrounding Mamanuca 
Islands by boat, stopping on MonuRiki 
– where Tom Hanks filmed Castaway 
– to swim, snorkel and walk on the 
beach. A must-do is the sunrise hike, 
where you’ll set off in a boat before 
dawn with nothing but the knowledge 
of your trusty hosts to guide you up to 
the top of nearby Honeymoon Island, 
an invitation-only paradise. There 
you’ll be rewarded with one of the 
most incredible sunrises you are likely 
to see (and an amazing breakfast 
spread packed for you to enjoy).

HOT TIP Book in for a massage  
on arrival; nothing gets you into  
holiday mode faster than a  
traditional Fijian treatment!

Living that VIP life – power, 
fame and fortune aside – is 
about having an entourage 
to cater to your every whim. 

Here at Mandarin Oriental my 
bliss squad is on hand to fetch 
Chandon and mandarin mimosas 
at breakfast, wipe foggy sunglasses 
by the pool or stand by to shadow 
me with an umbrella should it rain. 
There’s even a lift attendant –  
no-one who’s anyone pushes  
their own lift buttons anymore.

M A N D A R I N  O R I E N T A L ,  B A N G K O K

In the room, there’s a spread of 
fine chocolates, fresh exotic fruits and 
macarons on the table. Even more 
impressive, the hotel stationery is 
embossed in gold with my name. 

Bangkok’s original luxury hotspot,  
The Orient (now known as the 
Mandarin Oriental) has attracted  
the A-list since 1890, when the king 
used it as an unofficial palace for 
out-of-town aristocracy. 

Over the years, the hotel has 
attracted Hollywood royalty and 
genuine blue bloods, with guests such 
as Princess Diana, Audrey Hepburn 
and Mick Jagger, who partied at the 
Bamboo Bar ’til late. Michael Jackson 
infamously hid out through his 1993 
scandal in the 185sqm Selandia Suite. 
With views over the river and treats  
left in the room with each turndown 
service, it’s not a bad way to ride out  
a media storm.

CELEB SPLURGE Recently renovated,  
the 600sqm Grand Royal Suite is yours 
for about half a million baht (approx 
$21,500) per night – and so worth it. 

L I K U L I K U  L A G O O N ,  F I J I

When it comes to princess-
worthy destinations, 
Meghan Markle knows 
best. The Duchess of 

Sussex held her bachelorette party at 
the exclusive members-only club Soho 
Farmhouse in Oxfordshire, England, 
earlier this year. The sprawling 
40-hectare property is home to  
40 quaint cottages that are the height 
of #cabinporn with their claw-foot 
bathtubs and antique armchairs. 

Just like the cabins, the 
restaurants and bars epitomise 
farmhouse chic. There’s the Farmshop 
& Deli for your morning tea and 
pastries (remember to point your pinky 
finger), and the Main Barn for spiced 
cauliflower fritters and a jug of Pimm’s 
in the afternoon. The Mill Room pub 
stays open until the last person leaves 
and the record closing time is 7:30am. 
That’s not surprising when you 
consider that George Clooney, Liam 
Gallagher and Cara Delevingne are 
regulars. Fair warning: don’t try to 
grab a late-night selfie with the A-list 
guests – a couple who attempted to  
get David and Victoria Beckham into 
the background of their holiday snap 
had their membership revoked. 

INSTEAD OF CELEB SELFIES Souvenirs  
from the Soho Home shop include  
a crystal champagne glass ($56) and 
even a king-size bed ($4390). We  
are guessing Markle left with Soho 
House robes for her and Harry.  
Oh, the glamour! 
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